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On-Going Events 
 

• Bingo  Monday & Thursday 1:00 PM - 4:00 PM in the Main Hall.  OPEN TO THE PUBLIC. 
 
• Golf League  Thursdays w/Shotgun start 8:00 AM. 
       Call Walt Menage at (910-800-0046) or Buddy Reed at (352-228-4200)  
 
• Sunday Breakfast  8:30 AM - 11:00 AM.  OPEN TO THE PUBLIC. 
 
• Steak Night Second Friday of each month 4:00 PM - 6:30 PM.  OPEN TO THE PUBLIC. 

 
• Fish Night Third Friday of each month 4:00 PM - 6:30 PM.  OPEN TO THE PUBLIC. 
 
• “Show Me” 3 Card Bingo  Wednesday 3:00 PM - 5:00 PM.   OPEN TO THE PUBLIC. 
                                 
• Queen of Hearts  Thursday, Drawing at 6:30 PM.   
 
• Lounge Hours   Sunday 8:30 AM to 7:00 PM 
       Monday - Thursday 10:00 AM to 9:00 PM   
       Friday & Saturday  10:00 AM to 10:00 PM                                 
                   

Important Phone Numbers 
Vet Crisis Line:  1-800-273-8255  Press #1 

National Suicide Hotline 988 
 

  VETERANS - FAMILY - FRIENDS 
     Recruit -  Renew - Retain 
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FROM THE COMMANDER 
                  Hello Legion Family, 
 
Welcome to fall Ya’ll. 
 
As I woke up this morning to 58 degrees on my porch, I thought about not only the change in the        
temperature with more days like this coming soon but change in general. 
 
You’ve all heard me say it before, no one wants or likes change. I got it, but we must. 
 
Without change none of us move forward. We just keep going through the motions of day to day       
complacency and stuck in our respective routines. That’s fine if you like that kind of thing, it’s just that      
I have never been that person for as long as I can remember. 
 
Change and growth happen when you embrace life’s transitions, learn from struggles and challenges, 
and consciously choose to move forward. 
 
I know that complacency is not healthy, not only for us, but also for the American Legion. 
 
Currently our membership Nationally is not in great shape, and it is each of our jobs to help re-shape our 
future.  As we all age, especially our beloved Vietnam Veterans, our membership dwindles.  
That’s just a fact of life.  
 
It is going to take a major, perhaps out of our comfort zone type of change to offer as a solution.  
 
Perhaps acceptance of different points of view to support our future generations and leave them the    
opportunity to enjoy and benefit from the many great things that bring us all together at The American 
Legion. 
 
Nationally it is going to take new, younger blood that has a finger on the pulse of today’s Veterans’  
needs and someone who understands what it takes to support our Brothers and Sisters facing today’s         
challenges. 
 
Each of us owe this to our current and future Veterans and nothing we do can stand in the way of        
impending change, and the benefit of which we all receive from it.  
 
At The American Legion National level this change is taking shape with a direct, vigorous hands-on     
approach to grassroots problem solving.   
 
This approach is refreshing and perhaps unconventional but well needed at this juncture for our growth. 
 
It was quoted again recently, a paraphrase of Ronald Regan, our American Legion is never more than 
one generation of Veterans away from extinction. 
 
We must all do our part to be a part of the solution of member retention, fostering growth and supporting 

our Legion programs.  

You all do an amazing job at the Post with this, and I am honored for your support.  Thank You. 

As I mentioned last month, we are opening our kitchen for lunch and dinner a few days a week starting 

the week of October 5th.   

I know this has been a long time coming, and I can’t wait to see you there. 

Keep an eye on our social media pages and bulletin boards for the menu and hours. 

This will not interfere with our breakfast, fish fry nights, stromboli nights, or our steak nights. 

(continued) 
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FROM THE COMMANDER (continued)                                                
                         
                         In my absence there were many great volunteers who stepped up to support the Post by 
making sure our ceremonies continued, and our day-to-day business was handled.   
 
I am humbled by your support. 
 
Please accept my heartfelt appreciation.  Job well done...as usual. 
 
In closing, please remember.  Change is inevitable, growth is optional. 
 
 “For God and Country” 
 
John Marler, Commander 
American Legion Post 155 

 

                                                          Post 155 Chaplain   
 Greetings, American Legion Family; 
 
For the sake of transparency, I’ll admit that probably the most difficult part of my being the Post Chaplain 
is writing articles for the Scuttlebutt. It's not the writing itself that is troublesome; and I’ve written technical,          
instructive and creative pieces forever: I absolutely love to write. My problem is never knowing what to 

write about. After some thought and deliberation (and there may have been a small discussion with the Guy      
upstairs), I decided this month to write about “service”. About answering the call of “service” to our community,  
our post, to each other. 
 
Does the act of service you perform have to be a big thing? Absolutely not!  Every day we provide small services 
to each other and people in our community; just by holding a door open for someone; or helping carry grocery 
bags; picking up trash from the floor; disposing of cigarette butts lying in the parking lot. These are all small       
automatic or invisible acts we perform, but do they still count as a “service?. Absolutely! 
 
The spiritual discipline of service means choosing to do something for someone (often in secret) without   
expecting anything in return.  Service involves seeing a need and meeting that need without expecting thanks  
or any type of reciprocity. 
 
So why have I chosen “service” as this month’s topic? During the next several months, as the holidays approach 
and associated festivities take place, we all will be afforded added opportunities to “serve” our post, veterans and 
community. From decorating the lounge/hall, to cooking meals, handing out candy, wrapping gifts, providing 
transport, clearing tables, serving food, visiting the hospitalized or shut-in; caroling to children or the elderly, laying 
wreaths, honoring the victims of December 7, 1941, just to name a few. And never underestimate the importance 
of holding a door or carrying a package! 
 
Ultimately, why is providing a service to a fellow earth traveler so Important?  When you do something that makes 
someone else’s life better in some way, you are serving God. When you serve others…not out of guilt, or duty, or 
pressure, but out of compassion and kindness, you are showing gratitude to God for what He’s done for you. Think 
about it…the best way to say “thank you” to God is to give care and show grace to His children.  
 
“Service to others is the rent you pay for your room here on earth.” Muhammad Ali 
 
“The best way to find yourself is to lose yourself in the service of others” Mahatma Ghandi.   
 
“I am only one, but I am one. I cannot do everything, but I can do something. And I will not let what I cannot do  
interfere with what I can do.”  E.E. Hale 
 
Blessings, 
 
Patie Pule 
Chaplain 
American Legion Post 155 
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Auxiliary Unit 155  

                           Greetings, 

 
                    I hope you are all doing well and enjoying this beautiful time of year! 
 
There are many exciting things happening at our Post. 
 
The post hosted ceremonies for Patriots Day, POW/MIA Remembrance Day, and Gold Star Family Day and I am 
sorry to say the attendance was low!  It is very important to remember these heroes and to pass it along to future 
generations. A big thank you to Bob and Kat for the wonderful lunch they provided for the POW/MIA ceremony. 
 
October is looking to be another busy month: We will be having our Stromboli night on Friday October 2nd. This is 
a fundraiser and it is awesome. Serving from 4:00 to 6:30, it gets busy so come early. 
 
Our monthly breakfast will be on October 11th. It is also a fundraiser. If you can donate a few hours of your time, 
please let me know. 
 
The annual CASA walk will be on October 17th. This is a project we have done for the last 2 years that supports a 
very important community program. For more information see Celeste Marler. 
 
The Veteran Stand Down will be held on October 24th and we are in need of 8 members to help with this event. 
Please let me know, if you can spare a couple hours to assist.   
 
Our annual Trunk or Treat will be held on October 31

st
 from 10:00 AM-noon. Put on your costume, grab some treats 

and come have a spooky good time with the children of our community. 
 
Finally, our regular monthly meeting on October 27th is at 6:00pm. Our meetings are important, and we need your 
input to help us with our programs and projects. I hope to see you all there. 
 
For God and Country 
Michelle Cavalieri 
President Unit 155 

Squadron 155  

                       Hello, Sons! 
 
                 I hope that you’ve all had satisfying summer experiences, and doing the things that bring you joy.   
 
There have been a couple of noteworthy changes this past month. First of all, allow me to introduce myself. I am 
Brian Heck and I have the amazing opportunity to serve as your new Squadron 155 Commander and I look forward 
to working with and for each of you. I will be serving in this position for the remainder of the 2026-2027 Legion year, 
until next year’s regular elections. The Officers who were elected at the beginning of this term were afforded the 
opportunity ahead of me to fill the vacancy, but ultimately, I was able to accept this challenging position to ensure 
that Squadron 155 is able to continue its’ programs and support the American Legion Post 155 Family.  
 
Now to business. At our last meeting a motion was made to change our meeting time from 7:00 PM to 6:00 PM. 
This motion was seconded and approved by the membership in attendance. Just to clarify, we will continue to have 
our meetings on the first Tuesday of every month just as they have been but we will meet at 6:00 PM vice 7:00 PM 
from here on out. NOTE: Our meeting on October 6th will take place in the Main Hall rather the Auxiliary Room and 
I encourage all of you to make an effort to attend.   
 
We are a member driven organization and your renewals help ensure our continued success to effectively carry out  
the programs of the SAL while supporting our Veterans, and our community. As such, our goal is to have Squadron 
155 at 100% membership just as they have done in the past. So, if you have not yet renewed, please see our      
1st Vice Commander Lenny Licata, myself, or the bartenders who would be happy to assist you with your renewal.   
 
Again, I look forward to the year ahead and working with and for each of you.  God Bless you all. 
 
Brian G. Heck 
Commander 
Squadron 155, Sons of the American Legion 
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Chapter 155 American Legion Riders 

                             Hello Riders, 
                              
                            This month is full of activities and events that will keep us busy throughout the month.   
 
First, this month is our fundraising month, we will be raffling off an AR-15 with red dot scope, tickets will be $10.00 
each or 3 for $25.00 and only 300 will be sold so good luck. On Oct 3

rd
 at 8AM the Riders will be participating in the 

Citrus Memorial Gardens cleanup to support this Historic Cemetery as a community service project that we started 
supporting two years ago.   
 
Next, is the Captain Mike Fletcher Memorial Poker Run coming through our Post on Oct 4

th
. This ride creates  

scholarships for students to attend the Citrus County Fire Academy. We are the 5
th
 stop, so come on out and greet 

them.  Our Chapter will be donating $500.00 in support of this cause.  
 
On Oct 10

th
 the Snowball Express in Memory of Chris Sapp who was sadly killed in a motorcycle accident last year, 

is coming to the post we are the 2
nd

 stop.  The Rider’s are donating $500.00 to this event.   
 
On Oct 11 Post 77 is having a poker run to benefit Soldiers Freedom Outdoors & ALR Chapter 77 Veterans     
Charities. We are not a stop on this ride, but in solidarity with our brothers and sisters at Post 77 will be donating 
$200.00 to support their cause.   
 
Oct 17

th
 is the annual CASA walk starting at 10 am. The Riders have already donated $500.00 this year to this   

important event and will be doing the walk as well in support of this cause. There will be snacks served at the    
canteen after the walk.  
 
The Rider’s are hosting the Sunday Breakfast on Oct 18

th
 in addition to serving an awesome breakfast we will have 

our Rider and VSO James Swanson on hand to answer questions and sign up folks for veterans’ benefits. Just so 
you know he has helped several of our veterans obtain and upgrade their benefits, so food for thought.   
 
And of course, we have the Stand Down on October 24

th
, the Rider’s will be working to assist and support the Post 

in whatever they need to help with this awesome annual event.   
 
In addition, on the same day we are also hosting the annual Sami’s Poker Run in support of Christmas Gifts for 
children in the county, the Rider’s are donating $500.00 to this worthy cause as well.   
 
So, as you can see the Post 155 Rider’s are taking advantage of the hopefully good weather to get out and support 
our Post and the other worthy charities that benefit the folks of Citrus County. 
 
“For the Cause Not the Applause” 
 
Scott Herndon 
Director 
Chapter 155, American Legion Riders 

Veteran Service Officer 

The Stand Down is right around the corner and will provide great benefits to the Veterans in Citrus County. If you   
didn’t attend last year’s event, you won’t want to miss this one on 24 October, at the Post.  
 
We will need volunteers for the whole day. You can come and help for an hour or two or half a day – all help is greatly 
appreciated. We will need people to set up and to break down when the event is over.   
 
All Post Families are asked to assist with this event and show the unity within the Post. This is going to be an all-day 
event and preparing for enough coverage is important. All assistance is appreciated to make this event successful. 
 
The DAV Veteran Service Officer will be at the post on Monday, 19 October from 1300 to 1500 to answer questions 
and help file claims. Please take advantage of this valuable resource. 
 
“For God and Country” 
 

Janet Richards 
Veteran Service Officer 
American Legion Post 155 
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CHECK OUT THE POST  
WEBSITE: 

www.flPost155.org 

American Legion Auxiliary 
Unit 155 email address: 
alafl155sec@gmail.com 

Thank you for choosing American Legion Post 155!  

If you are happy with our service, please like us on our 
FACEBOOK PAGE at AMERICAN LEGION POST 155 CRYSTAL RIVER  

Thank You...          
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Organization & Club Meetings 
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  American Legion Post 155 

Offers Rental Space 
 

Are you planning a wedding, special birthday, anniversary 

or group gathering? 
 

Check out our Main Hall rental space.   

Discounted rate for Legion Family Members 

Call answering machine @ 352-794-6360 for a call-back  

 

Submarine Veterans - Meet on the 1st Saturday of the month at 11:00 AM. 
 
 
 

NARLEO (National Association of Retired Law Enforcement Officers) Meet on the 4th Wednesday 
in Main Hall. E-Board Meeting 6:00 PM; Membership Meeting at 7:30 PM. Point of contact is Marcy Sigurd-
sen at 352-697-1937. PO Box 955, Lecanto, FL 34460-0955. No meetings June, July, or August.   
 

Marine Corps League Citrus Detachment #819, PO Box 640383, Beverly Hills, FL 34464-0383  
Monthly meeting on the 3rd Wednesday of the month in the Auxiliary Room at 7:00 PM. Point of contact is    
Norman Brewer at 352-601-2090 or by email at  nbrewer2@ tampabay.rr.com. 
 
BNI (Business Network International) - Meets every Thursday at 7:00 AM in the Main Hall.  

                                                     Thursday with a shotgun start @ 8:00 AM unless otherwise noted.  
                      Sign up with Buddy Reed at (352-228-4200) if you want to golf.   

                         If you can’t make it, call the golf course or Buddy. Thanks!  
 

                                       Thursday:   
                                         1 - Royal Oaks 
                            8 - No Golf 
                                     15 - Royal Oaks 

                                                                                                22 - Inverness    
                          29 - Plantation 

October 2026  - Golf League Information 

HELP US PREVENT VETERAN SUICIDE 



Page 9 

Key Staff Officer List 2026-2027 
 American Legion Post 155   

Position Name Phone  

Commander John Marler 954-325-6521 

1st Vice Commander Doug Hockenberry 727-514-3742 

2nd Vice Commander Vacant  

3rd Vice Commander Ervin “JR” Bailey 619-729-4598 

Adjutant Kathy Hockenberry 813-716-5699 

Finance Officer Kathy Hockenberry 813-716-5699 

Post Service Officer Janet Richards 603-393-4167 

Historian Eric Linthicum 301-213-8989 

Chaplain Patie Pule 570-369-3321   

Sergeant-at-Arms Mike Vaughan 614-361-8802 

Judge Advocate Jay Conti 352-287-1400 

Social Media Dave Hoffman 920-284-7937 

Executive Committee Members 
Alan Arnold, Gary Cronau, Scott, Herndon, LJ Hirnikel,         

Janet Richards, Bill Shreve, James Swanson, Roland Todd,  
and Donna Worthington  

Unit 155, American Legion Auxiliary 

Position Name Phone  

President Michelle Cavalieri 352-220-4211 

1st Vice-President  Barb Logan 352-795-4233 

2nd Vice-President Paula Kier 352-586-5635 

Secretary Shannon Flaherty 239-247-1414 

Treasurer Betty Noice 352-628-1359 

Chaplain Sallie Haley 256-679-5998 

Sgt at Arms Marci Mansfield 814-706-2109 

Asst. Sgt at Arms Sharon Krause 973-951-5742 

Historian Celeste Marler 954-298-3263 

Executive Committee - Nancy Bailey, Eileen Harrison,               
Dottie Laird, and Michele Shreve  

Squadron 155, Sons of the American Legion 

Position Name Phone  

Commander Brian Heck 860-614-6206 

1st Vice Commander Lenny Licata 954-778-6002 

2nd Vice Commander Mike Crowder 352-422-8949 

Finance Officer Harrison Forbes 570-983-6621 

Chaplain John Seasholtz 352-382-4285 

Judge Advocate Mike Mulcahy 301-748-5879 

Adjutant Mike Paradis 727-366-9611 

Sgt at Arms JR Jesse Caley 352-220-0130 

Historian Vacant  

Chapter 155, American Legion Riders 

Position Name Phone  

Director Scott Herndon 305-322-7187 

Assistant Director Richard Fabsits 708-743-6123 

Adjutant Wendy Fabsits 815-592-1371 

Chaplain Jimmy Brown 352-422-7910 

Finance Officer Kathy Hockenberry 813-716-5699 

Sgt-at-Arms Rick Wright 352-601-7142 

Road Captain Doug Hockenberry 727-514-3742 

Historian Janaya Swanson 916-705-1202 

 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

ON SALE 

American Legion Post 155 T-Shirts ~ $15 each.   

Sizes range from Small to 4XL. 
 

SAL  T-shirts ~ $15 each  
“We’re more than just a program ~ Get ‘er Done, be a Son”  

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

AUXILIARY FUNDRAISER ITEMS 
 

Auxiliary V-Neck T-Shirts $20.00 
 

Auxiliary Tumblers $20.00  
 

There going fast, hurry and get yours. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

 

 

Honor Guard 

Position Name Phone  

Captain Mike Sisto 518-651-7848 

Lieutenant  Eric Linthicum 301-213-8989 

Sgt at Arms Fred Whitehurst 352-480-7204 

Chaplain Eric Linthicum 301-213-8989 

   Next Blood Drive 
 19 October 2026/Monday 

   3:00 PM—6:30 PM 



AL Auxiliary Unit 155  07/28 
AL Riders Chapter 155  12/26 
Baker, Bob & Elfie  10/26 
Belkin, Michael   01/27 
Blodgett, Floyd & Louise 09/27 
Boucher, Roger   10/27 
Cieslewicz, Steven & Gloryann 03/28 
Granger, Bill    08/30 
Grieme, Judy   03/30 
Grier, Richard & Cornelia 08/28 
Hockenberry, Doug & Kathy 06/27 
Jenkins, Kerry   12/26 
Kawonczyk, Peter  08/27 
Kornatowski, Ron  04/29 
Leonard, Henry R.  09/29 
Legros, Henry    04/27 
Logan, Barbara   03/28 
Luehring, Thomas P.  07/37 
McCallister, Chuck  12/26 
McMechan, Samuel  10/28 
Ricca, Raymond  12/26 
Shreve, Michele & Bill  08/27 
Snead, John & Virginia   05/28 
Sosnicki, Alex   09/26 
Spahr, Margie & Bill  10/26 
Telfer, Connie   03/27 
Voelz, Sig & Tom  09/26 
Weston, Tom & Jan  12/26 
Wilson, Judith L.  09/26 
 
 
 
 
 
 

~In Loving memory of~ 
Arthur J. Cody   12/28 
Linda Granger   12/29 
Jay Berry   03/30 
Frank & Cindy Heather  03/35 
Ron & Irene Kornatowski 04/29 
Rick Logan   03/28 
Dan Pule   03/27 
Alexander Telfer  03/27 
 
 

CHECK OUT THE POST  
WEBSITE: 

www.flPost155.org 
 

American Legion Auxiliary 
Unit 155 email address: 
alafl155sec@gmail.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
A Donation of $10.00  a year can be 

made to be a member of the         
Scuttlebutt Booster Club.  Mail check 
payable to Scuttlebutt Booster Post 
155 and mail to address below . If your 
name is not in this month’s edition and 
you are a Booster, please advise the 

Post immediately.  
 
 

~ NOTE ~ 
If you have submitted an e-mail  

address to us, you will be receiving 
your newsletter via e-mail.  If you 

change your e-mail address, please let 
us know.  This is a cost savings to the 

Post not only by not printing more  
copies, but by not mailing them out. 

 
 

Thank you for your cooperation! 
 As space permits, we have an   

Advertisement Page for our members 
to provide information of any particular 

business or fundraising. 
 

 Prices are $10 per month OR $100 
per year [paid in advance]; size is 

based on business card dimensions 
only and space is limited.  Submit to 
“Scuttlebutt Post 155” no later than 
15th of the month with your contact        

information. 
 
 

Blanton-Thompson American Legion Post 155 
6585 W. Gulf to Lake Highway 

Crystal River, Florida 34429-9355  
 

Phone: 352-795-6526   Hall Rentals: 352-795-6526 extension 5  
 

E-mail: btpost155@gmail.com - WEBSITE:  www.flPost155.org 
 

Send any change of address or e-mail address to: 
 American Legion Post 155, 6585 W. Gulf to Lake Highway, Crystal River, Florida 34429 

 
PIO/PR: Dave Hoffman djameshoffman@gmail.com or 920-284-7937 (cell) 

Scuttlebutt Booster Club Page 10 

TO SAVE ONE 
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